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letter which crossed these two from Avaux, Louis said that he was not
impressed by the reports from Scotland, and ordered Avaux to advise
James to defer asking for assistance for an expedition overseas until he
had put his affairs in Ireland in good shape and had reorganised his
finances. Throughout the correspondence there are many direct
allusions to James's projects for the invasion of England, and there is
never a hint that Louis, Louvois or Avaux disapproved of these projects
in principle; but except for momentary hesitations, they were convinced
that definite plans for invasion should be postponed until James had
achieved a sound military and financial position in Ireland.1 Louvois
is very contemptuous of James's judgement; writing on June 3, 1689, he
puts the consistent policy of Louis in concise form:

What is necessary (he says) is that he should forget that he has
ever been King of England and Scotland and think only of what will
benefit Ireland and will provide him with means to maintain himself
there; if God gives him grace to return to England he must behave
as a King of England should, and he must not play into the hands
of the Prince of Orange by making it easy for him to conquer
Ireland.

Again in the same letter Louvois asks Avaux how he can think that
Louis can send troops to Ireland when England and Holland control
the sea and how James can believe that the French fleet could possibly
cruise off the north of Ireland to cover an expedition to Scotland, and
he continues:

Such propositions are very disconcerting for there can be no
hope that the affairs of the King of England can recover when he is
seen to be capable of putting forward such impracticable proposi-
tions; the project of crossing to Scotland without assurances of
help on landing and of occupying Anglesey is of the same nature,
and, if the King of England will not remain in Ireland and establish
himself there and wait until the English are tired of the tyranny of
the Prince of Orange, and send for him, he will deliver himself and
Ireland into the hands of the Prince of Orange. ... If the King
of England does not take steps to settle Ireland and make it safe
for himself before crossing to England he is lost.

1 Klopp says that Louis thought he could make the best use of James by
keeping him in Ireland; this statement is not supported by Avaux's correspond-
ence, nor does it appear reasonable; for James restored to the English throne
would obviously be of more use to Loiiis than James in Ireland. In this con-
nection see "Reasons why King James* should go to Ireland" in the Archives
of the French Ministry of Marine and ascribed to Vauban.